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He claimed to rank amongst the staunchest loyalists alike to the Impe-
rial Government as to the Union Government and, his loyalty being rather to
the Constitution than to persons, was unaffected by acts of the Government,
however harsh he might consider them to be.

He, therefore, begged the citizens of South Africa to believe him in his de-
claration that he would leave nothing, short of compromising his own conscience,
undone to avoid a recrudescence of the sufferings. On his release from im-
prisonment, he was deeply pained to learn that employers on the coast, for some
of whom he entertained high regard, had to suffer losses* He only hoped that
the Government would appreciate the private communication which he had
made, and that the European public would lend their support even though it
might be on trust.

Tk Natal Mercury, 27-12-1913

222. CABLE TO G. K. GOKHALE*

DURBAN,
December 27, 1913

WILL CERTAINLY POSTPONE TILL ROBERTSONS ARRIVAL. MAY
WE GIVE PUBLIC RECEPTION STOP IN EVENT PRESENT NEGO-
TIATIONS FAILING MAY WE ANNOUNCE WE AWAITING ARRIVAL
BEFORE RECOMMENCING. MEANWHILE WE SHALL REFRAIN
GIVING EVIDENCE,

GANDHI
Servants of India Society

1 This had reference to the following cable which Gandhiji received the
same day from Gokhafe: "Understand if Robertson starts twenty-ninth will
reach about eighth. But arrangements departure suspended pending your
definite promise that he wBl have at least one week there before you renew
stroggic. Viceroy meanwhile undertaking move Lord Grewc secure adjournment
ffll end week. Do you promise? Gable explicitly. You certainly

if your present negotiataoos fail announce reason postponement struggle,
afao to abstain from participatiosa inquiry if Commission not adjourned. Public
itsceptkw Robertson desirable." F*& abo the following item*